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Pastorôs Pen 
Wow! How the time has flown! February 12 will be the one year anniversary of the beginning of our 

covenanted relationship – me as your pastor and you as my church. February 15 was our first worship 

service together as pastor and congregation. I have experienced so much with all of you in the past year – 

joy, grief, wonder, growing pains, surprises, holy moments, and moments of total humility. I am so grateful 

for each of you in this congregation. Thank you for journeying with me in my first year of ordained ministry – 

for being patient with me as I figure out how to apply my seminary training to full time ministry in Minnesota, 

for praying for me in good times and difficult ones, for letting me know when something I do or say is 

meaningful to you as well as when you find something I say or do is at odds with your own perspectives.  

While there are legal aspects of our relationship as pastor and church (I have a contract and legal 

responsibilities in my role) our relationship is primarily a covenanted one. Covenant is an important part of 

our relationship as it is with all of the relationships in church. We hear about covenants throughout the 

biblical texts and in our relationship with the wider church. But what does covenant really mean? One of my 

favorite definitions of covenant comes from Walter Brueggemann in his address to the UCC General Synod 

in 1979 which reads as follows: “[Covenant is] a way of being committed to each other as God is committed 

to us, a way of being defined by, accountable to and responsible for each other.” Covenant is not the same 

as a contract. It speaks to our connectedness and our desire to empower one another while remaining 

accountable to each other. Unlike a contract in which the focus is stipulations and consequences, the focus 

of covenant is relationship. 

As pastor and church we are defined by each other, accountable to each other, responsible to each other. 

The search committee took this concept of covenant and applied it to writing the pastor’s job description in 

the church profile when searching for a new pastor. This creative use of covenant was one of the many 

reasons I felt called to serve this community. When we gather for worship on Sunday February 14, we will 

not only kick off the season of Lent, but we will mark one year of our covenanted life together. During the 

service we will read the job description covenant as we begin our second year of our mutual ministry. I am 

so excited about our future together and to the unfolding and revealing of who God is calling us to be in this 

time.  

With peace and gratitude, 

Pastor Leslie 

Moderatorôs Notes ï ñSignsò 
I’ve been reading the book, Real Good Church by Rev. Molly Phynney Baskette, which chronicles her 
experiences revitalizing her church in Boston. There is a section on ‘signs’ that has become stuck in my 
brain. 

Signs. We have a sign declaring our mission, óTo know and share Godôs love.’ We have a sign, a plaque, 
proclaiming we are an Opening and Affirming church. A banner reminds us that ‘God is still speaking.’   
We see signs all the time and sometimes pay little attention to them. Their job is done in an instant. Once 
we know what the sign says we don’t see it again the next time we pass by. Realtors talk about sellers 
being ‘house blind.’ They no longer see (care) about the odd carpet and dated wallpaper. But that purple 
and green bedroom that your kids liked 15 years ago will kill a sale. It can be perceived as a sign that 
you’ve neglected upkeep of the house. 
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There is more to signs than ink on paper or engraved plastic stuck on a wall. Does the sign refer to it as a 
‘narthex’ or a ‘lobby’? What does the word choice say about the congregation? Can a person with limited 
vision read the font? Will a new person need a sign to find this room? There is a road in Baxter called, ‘Golf 
Course Drive.’  There hasn’t been a golf course on Golf Course Drive for years. Does anyone in the city of 
Baxter even notice? Are they ever going to change it? Does it even matter? Signs can prompt some basic 
questions. Many times the questions and answers aren’t even conscious, but are still very real. Other signs 
are even more subtle. Attendance is a sign you are engaged. Your financial contribution is a sign of your 
support.   

Phynney Baskette goes on to make the point that there are many ‘signs’ that say a lot about your church 
that aren’t ‘signs’ as we think of signs and to be aware of them. Broken toys in the nursery; boxes stored in 
classrooms, locked doors, for example. 

She notes that may churches that are dealing with change and reinvention frequently have old buildings 
that constantly need repairs. Doesn’t that sound familiar? Sometimes, if they were honest, they’d have to 
admit that they wouldn’t be too unhappy if a late-night fire took the problem away.   

But she points out that a pastor trying to start a new church would be happy to have a building even if it 
needs work. Why?  Beyond not having to pay rent and set up and take down chairs every week, a building 
is a ‘sign’ that the church exists. This church isn’t just an idea. The building, even if it is tattered and needs 
constant repair is a ‘sign’ that you have something of real to offer - substantive and long-term. 

For nearly 150 years we, The First Congregational, United Church of Christ, Brainerd, Minnesota, USA 
exist. We’re here. We exist on paper, in our hearts and on the corner of 5th and Juniper.  

Dan Hegstad, Moderator 

Whatôs Happening for Lent? 
During the six weeks of Lent, we will be engaging with the book "Gifts of the Dark Wood: Seven Blessings 

for Soulful Skeptics and Other Wanderers" by Eric Elnes. On Wednesday evenings beginning February 17, 

we will gather for a light meal of soup and bread, a brief time of worship, and discussion of the book. Then 

on Sundays we will use the themes of the book as our guides through the Lenten season. Reading the 

book is of course completely optional will not be required for you to participate in any of the activities during 

Lent.  

The following is from the website www.giftsofthedarkwood.com: “Though commonly understood as a place 

to be feared and avoided, the Dark Wood is the surest place to 

meet God. It is a place where you may feel uncertain, empty, lost, 

tempted, and alone. Yet these feelings—these gifts of the Dark 

Wood—can be your greatest assets on your journey because 

they invite you to probe, question, and discover. According to the 

ancients, you don’t need to be a saint or spiritual master to 

experience profound awakening. You don’t even have to be 

“above average”. All you really need to be is struggling.”  

If you are interested in reading the book, it is available through 

many online retailers including Amazon. You can also read the 
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first two chapters of the book online at www.giftsofthedarkwood.com by clicking on “start reading.” 

I hope you will join us on this journey through the Dark Wood as we explore the gifts of uncertainty, 

emptiness, getting lost, temptation and more. Watch the “This Week” emails for updates about which 

chapters will be the focus for each Sunday worship and Wednesday gathering.  

Calendar for Lent: 

Wed. Feb 10, 6:00pm: Ash Wednesday Service at First Congregational with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 

Wednesdays Feb 17 ð March 16, 5:30pm ð 7:00pm: Soup supper followed by Gifts of the Dark Wood 

discussion. 

Thursday March 18, 6:00pm: Maundy Thursday service at First Congregational  

Friday March 19, 6:00pm: Good Friday Service at St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Christian Education 
Help our youth and have a Valentine’s treat at the same time! The kids will be serving a Valentine’s Day 
Brunch after church on February 14th. Enjoy an array of breakfast goodies. Free will offering will go toward 
our youth attending the National Youth Conference in Florida in July. 

Music Committee 
The next Music Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, March 2 at 5:00 pm. 

Adult Forum 
Sunday, February 7th: Living the Question 

Sunday, February 14th:  Our Whole Lives: Sexuality and Our Faith    

Sunday, February 21st:  No Adult Forum Today 

Sunday, February 28th:  Poetry Slam 

HUGS 
February 7 
Hosts: Erik Steen 
Ushers: Roger Best, Greg Johnson, Ken Nelson & Gary Whiteman 
Greeters: Bobbie Borg & Karlee Micek 
Counters: Jeff Behr & Jerry Kuehn 

February 14 
Hosts: CE Committee & Youth Group 
Ushers/Greeters: Jack & Kay Kraywinkle, Itty Newgord & Preston Newgord 
Counters: Deb Griffith & Judy Whiteman 

February 21 
Hosts: Deb Barten & Shirley Lundberg 
Ushers: Deb Griffith & Austin Newgord 
Greeters: Claire Steen & Preston Newgord 
Counters: Coleen Carder & Vi Heiser 
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February 28 
Hosts: Tracy Lyons & Karen Ogdahl 
Ushers/Greeters: Ellie Burkett, Sharon Carlson, Mike & Beth Schrader 
Counters: Nancy Gould & Lowell Johnson  

February Birthdays 
2/2 Sara Foster    2/14 Heide Benedict 
2/2 Yvonne Leiser    2/18 Ann Turnbull 
2/7 Annie Grabowski   2/23 Barbara Watson 
2/10 Roger Best    2/24 Colleen LeBlanc 
2/11 Dorothy Blau    2/28 Ken Moughty 
2/11 Roger Maas    2/29 Grace Johnson 

New Email Address 
Grace Forbord has a new email address: forbordgm@gmail.com 

Food Shelf Offering ï December 27 
Each month we bring offerings of groceries, necessities and financial donations to help feed hungry 
neighbors in our community. The Salvation Army Food Shelf serves 400 families each month. On 
December 27 we received $71 and 32 pounds of food. Our next offering will be Sunday, February 28. 
Thank you for helping to feed our hungry neighbors! 

Church Council Minutes 
MINUTES OF THE CHURCH COUNCIL 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BRAINERD 
JANUARY 21, 2016 

PRESENT: Coleen Carder, Joey Halvorson, Marina Grabowski, Ann Turnbull, Bonnie Crum, Mike 
Schroeder, Marcia Mans, Moderator Dan Hegstad and Pastor Leslie Moughty 

Dan asked all present to comment on how they were at this point in their day. Our regular thought for the 
evening was postponed until next month and will be offered by Marcia Mans. 

Minutes were approved on line. No other Clerk information at this time.  

PASTOR REPORT 
New member class held on Jan. 18 was attended by 10 prospective adult members and 5 
confirmands. Leslie mentioned that confirmands will not automatically be expected to become full church 
members. That is a separate commitment. Confirmation is meant to strengthen their faith and learn the 
language, values and tools to cope with problems that they face at this time in their lives.   

Leslie has been asked to participate in a conversation about the sex education curriculum by school district 
181 administration. She is researching thoroughly about this and is already well prepared to teach on this 
subject. She looks forward to learning why all churches have been asked to attend this conversation. It is 
not a public meeting.   
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Leslie will be attending a continuing education class opportunity in Philadelphia this summer and will be 
gone from June 20 through June 26. 

TREASURER 
Mike is new to this position and has been spending time familiarizing himself with the responsibilities of the 
system. He asked the council what the members expect to hear from him in these monthly reports. Bonnie 
offered the necessary information.  We reviewed the balance sheet.   

 

STEWARDSHIP  
This committee does not meet in January or February while they do meet in the summer to plan for next 
year's pledge drive. They have no business that cannot be handled through email at this time. Blanket 
Sunday will be February's mission moment and OGHS will be addressed March 6. Dan mentioned that we 
should always be mindful of finding ways to raise money outside of our own membership as well. 

TRUSTEES  
1.  A new roof is needed on the parsonage. The committee is receiving bids to prepare for a Spring work 
project. One bid is for $10,500. 
2.  There is a hold on the columbarium work. Insulation has been done.  
3.  Fellowship Hall acoustical panels will be installed in late February or early March. 
4.  Todd Froemming will be donating a new computer and WiFi technology for the office.   
5.  Those members who wish to use church tables, chairs, kitchen supplies, etc. for their home use will be 
asked to contribute a donation to the church.  A liability form will need to be filled out as well. 
6.  Our building use permit will include a statement of liability on the part of the group for any damages 
incurred while they are using our space. 

Update from the Trustees:   
1. A new "Borrowing Church Eqipment" form is being developed. This includes tables, chairs, 

anything that can be carried out the door. Hopefully changes will be made by the next Council 
meeting. Council will be asked to approve the new policy. No liability insurance needed. Donations always 
accepted.  

2. A new "Church/Building Use" form is also being developed. This will pertain to all community 
groups that use our building (AA, Girl Scouts, New Pathways, etc.,) This form will ask for a copy of the 
group's liability insurance to include UCC as "additional insured" as requested by our UCC 
insurance company. Donations always accepted. 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY  
1. Leslie will be out of town on January 31. A meditative service is being planned for that Sunday.  
2, Wednesday night, January 27, there will be a meeting about the Charleston church massacre. It will 
follow a usual church service format. Readers are needed. Mike offered to be of service. 
3. February 10 is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the Lenten season. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Fund raising events are being planned to help the youth attend the Florida national youth 
conference. There will be a Valentine brunch to help this cause. Another idea is to create a service board 
where church members who could use help with Spring chores can sign up to have the youth help.   

AT LARGE 
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This group is working on finding an Assistant Moderator to serve this year and next until Dan is done with 
his term. 

Ann presented the work that has been done by the Safe Church Policy committee. This committee has 
been created to decide to how we as church members can be made aware of the many ways we treat each 
other. Rules will be established about the responsibilities we need to insure a process is in place if 
problems occur. Complaints would be sent to a committee of five people, chosen for their skills and training 
in this area. This group will investigate any problems and work with the appropriate people to resolve the 
issue. We need a defendable policy to insure appropriate steps have been followed.  he need for this 
committee has come from the national UCC and helpful ideas have been received from a UCC church in 
California that has dealt with this issue.   

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer. We will meet again on February 17. Dan will be in 
Hawaii so all members should attend to help facilitate a smooth and timely meeting.   

Respectfully submitted:  Marcia Mans, acting Clerk 

Church Financials 
First Congregational UCC of Brainerd     

Financial Results - General Fund     

Year to Date Results as of 12/31/2015     

        

  

2015 
Annual Budget 

Actuals Through 
12/31/15 % of Budget 

Income:       

From Giving Units  $               143,220   $                 162,044  113.14% 

Other Giving  $                 11,510   $                   26,347  228.90% 

Total Income  $               154,730   $                 188,390  121.75% 

        

Expenses:       

Council  $               103,318   $                 123,446  119.48% 

Christian Ministry  $                 10,400   $                   13,325  128.12% 

Christian Education  $                   1,450   $                     2,750  189.62% 

Stewardship  $                      300   $                        599  199.69% 

Trustees  $                 60,816   $                   42,081  69.19% 

Total Expenses  $               176,284   $                 182,201  103.36% 

        
Net Income (Loss) Year to Date:  $               (21,554)  $                     6,190    
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Church Calendar – February 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

 

Thursday Friday 
 

Saturday 

 1 
New Pathways 
 

2 
New Pathways 

3 
9:30 Prayer Circle  
11:30 Men’s Group @ 
          Chuck Watson’s 
New Pathways 

4 
11:30 Clergy Cluster  
New Pathways 

5 
10:30 Book Group 
New Pathways 

6 
New Pathways 

7 
8:30 Choir 
10:00 Worship 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:00 Sunday School 
11:30 Living the Question 
11:30 New Members Class 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
9:30 Prayer Circle  
11:30 Men’s Group 
          @ Sawmill Inn 
6:00 Ash Wednesday  
        Service 

11 
5:30 Committee 
        Meetings 
 

12 
10:30 Book Group 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
8:30 Choir 
10:00 Worship  
11:00 Fellowship 
11:00 Sunday School 
11:00 NYE Breakfast 
11:30 Adult Forum 

15 16 17 
9:30 Prayer Circle  
11:30 Men’s Group 
          @ Sawmill Inn 
7:00 Council Meeting 

18 
 

19 
10:30 Book Group 
 
 

20 

21 
8:30 Choir 
10:00 Worship 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:00 Sunday School 
11:30 Living the Question 

22 23 
 

24 
9:30 Prayer Circle  
11:30 Men’s Group  
          @ Sawmill Inn 
  

25 
5:30 PPRC 
 

26 
10:30 Book Group 
4:00 Soup Kitchen 

27 

28 
10:00 Worship/Food Shelf 
          Offering 
11:00 Fellowship 
11:00 Sunday School 
11:30 Adult Forum 
Newsletter Deadline 

29      
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Community Events 
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